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1.0 Abstract 
 
This report serves to provide a historical look into the “life” and “death” of the British brig Matilda 
which served primarily as a merchant vessel during the middle of the 19th Century (1842-1853). 
In addition, since the research required some education on the part of the author, this report 
provides some insight into some specifics of British shipping and maritime activities during the 
first half of the 19th century. 
 
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic and resulting health and safety concerns, this report is solely 
based on information available online or through email correspondence with others. 
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3.0 Introduction 

The Malvern Archaeological Diving Unit (MADU), as a result of work performed on the Welsch 
designated wreck site known as the Diamond (between 2001 and 2009), has compiled a 
significant database of wrecks in the north end of Cardigan Bay in north west Wales. These 
wrecks date from as far back as 1590. MADU, in partnership with the Nautical Archaeology 
Society (NAS), have initiated the Welsch Wreck Web Research Project (North Cardigan Bay) by 
which individual volunteers select vessels from the database of wrecks to research.  
 
This report on the Matilda is part of this volunteer research project and serves to provide the 
details and methodology of research, the results and findings, analysis, and recommendations.  
 
The author of this report is an avid scuba diver with a strong interest in shipwrecks from both the 
historical aspect as well as experiencing them first-hand (i.e. shipwreck diving).  
 
Prior to the start of this research, the information available in the database for this vessel was 
very basic and limited which appealed to the author as a good opportunity and challenge to 
investigate further to add significance to the historical record. The purpose of this research was 
not only to determine the facts surrounding the loss of the Matilda, but, also to provide as much 
information and detail about the vessel and its seagoing life; from it’s “birth” in 1842 to its 
“death” in 1853. Answers to the following specific questions were a goal of the research:  

 What were the vessel’s specifications? 
 

 Where did the vessel travel and what type of service was it in? 
 

 Who were the people involved with the vessel? (i.e. Captains, crew, owners, etc.) 
 

 What was the story leading up to the wrecking? 
 

 What caused the wrecking? 
 

 What is the location of the wreck and are there any remains? 
 

 What happened since the wrecking (recovery, salvage, etc.)? 
 

 Has anyone previously investigated or researched the vessel back story? 
 

 Has anyone dived, recorded, surveyed, or worked on the site? 
 

 Were there other vessels named Matilda during the life of the subject vessel and what 
distinguishes them from the subject vessel? (This information will aid in the prevention of 
contaminating the historical record of the subject vessel provided herein and by other 
potential researchers) 
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4.0 Background 

Prior to starting my research, the following information was on record and available from MADU 
or found directly from sources provided in original email correspondence. One of the goals of this 
research was to either confirm or correct the information below. 

The information is presented here verbatim: 

a) Two brigs, the Celerity and the Matilda, were wrecked at Pwllheli in 1853 with the loss of 
both crews…. (Source: Ivor Wynne Jones – Shipwrecks of North Wales, 4th Edition, P27) 

 

b) Site Description Archaeological remains associated with the loss of this vessel are not 
confirmed as present at this location, but may possibly be in the vicinity. 
 
The MATILDA was a 145nt, wooden sailing vessel built at Plymouth in 1842. At time of 
loss, the vessel was owned by Hill and Sons and was registered at Plymouth. The ship was 
on passage from Africa to Liverpool under the command of master E Blake carrying palm 
oil. The vessel had lost many of its sails on the voyage and was short-handed because 
three of the crew had died of yellow fever. The ship stranded on the South Stack in thick 
fog. The loss of the vessel was estimated at £2,000.  
 

https://www.coflein.gov.uk/ 
 
Sources include:  
Admiralty Wreck Return 1853 pg39 (687) 
Lloyds List, 28 June 1853 
Lloyds Register of British and Foreign Shipping 1 July 1852 - 30 June 1952, number 565 in M 
Larn and Larn Shipwreck Database 2002 
Wynne-Jones, I, 2001, Shipwrecks of North Wales, 4 ed, pg27 

Also provided was the approximate location of the wreck: 

 
Map 1 Location of Wreck 
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Map 2 Location of Wreck, Detailed 

c) Matilda BRG 26/6/1853 PWLLHELI Wrecked. “Shipwrecks of North Wales” 
has her wrecked off South Stack Anglesey. All crew drowned. 

https://web.archive.org/web/20070425234855/http:/freespace.virgin.net:80/r.cadwalader
/maritime/lifeboat/wreck.htm 

In summary, the following information was known (assuming it is correct) prior to the start of my 
own research: 

 The Matilda was built in 1842 at Plymouth and was a 145-net tonnage (nt) brig. 
 The date of the wrecking was June 26, 1853. 
 It was on passage from Africa to Liverpool with a cargo of palm oil. 
 It was commanded by Master E. Blake.  
 It had sustained damage to its sails and lost (3) crew members during its return voyage.  
 Thick fog may have been a factor in its wrecking. 
 The crew perished. 
 Multiple wreck locations listed: Pwllheli, South Stack Anglesey (see map below) 
 It was owned by Hill and Sons at the time of its wrecking. 

The following map shows the two different locations (South Stack Anglesey and Pwllheli) 
identified as the wreck site based on the initial references. Also indicated is the 
approximate distance between the two locations. 
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Map 3 Location of Wreck, Initial Discrepancy 

Ship Type – Brig 

Brigs were fast and manoeuvrable sailing vessels with two square-rigged masts. Advantages of 
square-rigged sails were that they were sturdy and could catch a lot of wind. They were used as 
both naval warships and merchant vessels. Their length was typically between 65-165 ft with 
tonnages up to 480. A typical crew size was 7-16.  

Packet Trade / Line of Packets – was a regularly scheduled cargo, passenger, and mail trade by 
ships. Service provided by ships that were involved in regularly schedule routes between ports. 
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5.0 Research Methodology   

Research was mostly conducted on the internet with my Dell laptop computer, iPad, and iPhone, 
using Google search engine and various sites as detailed below. In addition, Ian Cundy of MADU, 
provided, via email, some information found in a reference book he has access to. 
 
My research started with search criteria (i.e. keywords) based on the initial information available 
which is detailed in Section 4.0 Background of this report. As more information was found I was 
able to expand my search with new key words. For example, I found that the Master of the 
Matilda in 1844, based on a ship inspection report I found, was named Hoppen which allowed me 
to add his name to subsequent searches. 
 
Information from the following hard copy book was kindly forwarded to me by Ian Cundy: 

 
B1) Shipwrecks of North Wales & Wreck and Rescue on the Coast of Wales. Vol 1: The  
  Lifeboats of Cardigan Bay and Anglesey  

 Found: Information in section 4.0 Introduction, item a 

The following is a list of websites that were searched, along with notes on results. Information 
found is either listed directly below or if located elsewhere in this report it is referenced instead.  
 
Keywords and phases used in the search, individually and in various combinations: 
Matilda, Mathilda, brig, 1842, 1853, Plymouth, Hoppen, Hopper, Blake, Holyhead, shipwreck, 
ship, wreck, Hill and Sons, palm oil, Bahia, Evans, Dido, Bristol, E B Evans, Edward Evans, 
Hillhouse, Mathilde 
 
Alternate spellings were also used. For example, “Hopper” in place of “Hoppen”. This was found 
effective in that the software the newspaper sites use that performs the search was at times 
mistaking the “n” in Hoppen for an “r”. In addition, sometimes the name was simply spelled 
incorrectly in the paper (i.e. typo).  
 

1) https://www.coflein.gov.uk/ 
 Found: Summary of Matilda listed in section 4.0 Introduction, item b. 
 

2) https://web.archive.org/web/20070425234855/http:/freespace.virgin.net:80/r.cadwalader
/maritime/lifeboat/wreck.htm 
Found: Information in section 4.0 Introduction, item c. 

 
3) https://www.google.com/ 

Led to: https://www.wikiwand.com/en/List_of_shipwrecks_in_June_1853#/26_June 
 
Found: The brig was driven ashore and wrecked at Holyhead, Anglesey with the loss of one of her 
four crew. She was on a voyage from Bahia, Brazil to Liverpool, Lancashire. 
 
Led to: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hilhouse 
Wikipedia information on the shipbuilder Hillhouse which later became Charles Hill & Sons.  
 
Led to: https://thefrigatesouthcarolina.weebly.com/blog/the-ends-of-the-three-british-
frigates-that-captured-the-frigate-south-carolina-the-ultimate-fates-of-the-hms-diomede-
hms-quebec-and-hms-astrea 
Article referencing and discussing the shipbuilder Hillhouse. 
 

4) http://www.rhiw.com/website_maps/rhiw_and_the_seahtm#llyn_and_the_sea 
Found: No information found 
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5) https://www.wrecksite.eu/Wrecksite.aspx 
Found: (22) vessels listed with the name Matilda or containing “Matilda” in the name. 
None of these vessels match the subject vessel.  
 

6) https://crewlist.org.uk/data/vesselsalpha?shipsearch=matilda&SearchType=Exact&submit
=search 
Found: Significant number of vessels named Matilda but based on information provided 
could not confirm any of them are the subject vessel. 
 

7) https://archives.wales/what-are-archives/online-catalogues/search-the-online-catalogue/ 
Found: No information found 

 
8) https://hec.lrfoundation.org.uk/archive-library/lloyds-register-of-ships-online# 

Found: Annual Survey Report for Matilda, 9th May 1844 
 
Significant information, detailed in section 6.0 Results 
 

9) http://shippingandshipbuilding.uk/view.php?year_built=&builder=&ref=217553&vessel=M
ATILDA 

 
 Found: Interesting find in that information provided here indicates Charles Hill & Sons 
 (the owners of the subject vessel) built a 240grt Brigantine in 1850 and they named  it 
 Matilda.  

 
10) https://newspapers.library.wales/ 

 
Found: Significant information and details found from newspaper articles and shipping 
reports about the wreck of the Matilda and its travels. Detailed in section 6.0 Results. 
 

11) https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/ 
 

Found: Significant information and details found from newspaper articles and shipping 
reports about the wreck of the Matilda and its travels. Detailed in section 6.0 Results. 

 
12) https://www.bristol.ac.uk/Depts/History/bristolrecordsociety/publications/brs15.pdf 

 
Found: Information on British Law with respect to tonnage measurements of vessels and 
how they varied over the years.  
 
(Bristol Records of Bristol Ships, 1800-1838, Vessels over 150 tons, Bristol records 
Society’s Publications) 

 
13) http://www.calgopublications.co.uk/index.html 

 
 Found: This is a website for Underwater Guides to North Wales books. References to books 
 that are out of print but have extensive information on diving wrecks of Wales. No  
 information gained since books were not purchased but could be a source for future 
 research for any ship in the MADU project. 
 

14) https://www.flickr.com/photos/brizzlebornandbred/2129935339/ 
 
Found: General history of Charles Hill and Sons (Matilda owner) 
 

15) https://www.gooddive.com/uk-diving/anglesey-diving.htm 
 
Found: Information on scuba diving and known wrecks around Anglesey 
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There were some interesting research routes that I took in my search that only occurred to me 
once I started to find new information related to the Matilda. They are summarized here along 
with the logic and findings of the search. 
 
The research confirmed that the Master of the Matilda from 1842 until at least early 1851 was 
Captain Hoppen. The Master of the vessel after Hoppen was found to be named Blake and 
evidence shows he was Caption from the Spring of 1851 until the Fall of 1852 at which time 
Evans took over as Captain until its wrecking in June 1853.  I was curious why there was a 
change in the Master of the ship after such a long run with Hoppen. I searched website references 
10 and 11 above for “Matilda” and “Blake” as well as “Evans” and “Bahia” at first thinking that 
maybe it had something to do with the long distance Bahia runs that the Matilda would be making 
since at one point in my research there was no evidence of trans-Atlantic runs prior to Evans. 
However, I did turn up some evidence that Hoppen had made some runs to South America. I also 
followed up with searches in the Lloyds Register for “Evans” and as well as “Dido” which was a 
ship (that sank in early 1853) listed in newspapers associated with “Evans” as Master. The results 
of this search can be found in section 6.0 Results under “Master Evans Findings”. 
 
Information on the dimensions of the Matilda could not be found. The only information found with 
respect to the size was that of tonnage and the fact that the ship was a Brig. To correlate the 
listed tonnage of the Matilda to its approximate dimensions a search was conducted in the Lloyds 
registry for Brigs with approximately the same tonnage as the Matilda. The search was in hopes 
of finding surveys on similarly sized Brigs (in tonnage) that indicated length, beam, and depth. In 
addition, a search was also conducted on Google for any information related to the tonnage of 
ships and a correlation to dimensions. One of the sources I found was Website source 12 listed 
above in this section, which was utilized in the Findings and Analysis sections of this report. 
 
The Coflein site indicated that Blake was the Master of the Matilda when it was wrecked. I 
performed an exhaustive search of both Welsch and British newspapers and could find no 
mention Blake with respect to the Matilda in 1853. Only during 1851-1852 could I find reference 
to Blake as being the Master of Matilda in the shipping reports which are summarized in Table 1. 
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6.0 Results  

A search for Matilda on Lloyd’s Register Foundation website turned up a ship survey record of the 
Matilda from 1844. This information provided significant information on the vessel including but 
not limited to the Master of the vessel at the time (Hoppen), the ship’s owner (Hillhouse, Hill & 
Company), and much of the information included in Table 3 Ship Summary. See Appendix A for a 
copy of the Annual Survey dated May 9, 1844. 

 
The most significant and detailed accounts of the wrecking of the Matilda and the aftermath were 
found in newspaper articles located on the website for the National Library of Wales and the 
British Newspaper Archive. The following is taken verbatim from each article found. Each item is 
denoted with an identifier (i.e. NPW1, NPW2, etc.) which correlates to a screenshot of the article 
included in Appendix B and is used as a reference elsewhere when discussed. Also provided in the 
Appendix is the source reference information in the form of a link to the specific newspaper and 
page in their database. Comments are provided below in some cases. 
 
NPW-1 

Holyhead, June 27 - If the swell on the coast sub-sides it is expected that the principal part of the 
cargo of the Matilda, from Bahia, wrecked at the back of the Head this morning, will be saved; 
the vessel is on her beam ends in a precarious situation.  
 
(The North Wales Chronicle and Advertiser for the Principality, 1st July 1853, Page 4) 
 
NPW-2  

HOLYHEAD – June 27 : Last night, about 11 P.M., the brig Matilda, Evans, of Plymouth from Bahia 
for Liverpool, went ashore at Penrhosveilw, in Caernarvon Bay, and likely to go to pieces ; part of 
the cargo will be saved ; one man drowned, captain and two men saved ; three of the crew had 
died on the passage.  
 
27 – If the swell on the coast subsides, it is expected that the principal part of the cargo of the 
Matilda, Evans, from Bahia, wrecked at the back of the Head this morning, will be saved. The 
vessel is on her beam-ends, in a precarious situation. 
 
HOLYHEAD – NEW HARBOUR – June 27; The brig Matilda of Plymouth, from coast of Guinea, with 
palm oil, for Liverpool, went on shore on the south side of the Island of Holyhead at 10 P.M. 
yesterday evening; the wind at the time fresh from the S.W., thick with rain. One man was 
drowned; four of the crew had died on the voyage home. She must, we think, become a total 
wreck, but the cargo may be saved should the weather remain moderate, and the wind come 
more round to the N.W. 
 
(Shipping and Mercantile Gazette, Tuesday 28 June 1853) 
 
NPW-3 

June 28 – My correspondent at Holyhead, states that on last Sunday night, the brig Matilda, 540 
tons, from Bahia to Liverpool, and laden with palm oil, ran ashore in a cleft of the rocks, and 
close to the spot where the Advice of Glasgow struck a few days since; she now lies on her beam 
ends, and going to pieces, her cargo washing out. It rarely happens that a vessel escapes when 
she touches the rocks in that locality, and had not Captain Hirst, the marine superintendent of the 
railway steamers, assisted by the Ocean steamer and her commander, resorted to extraordinary 
means, the Advice, with her valuable cargo, would have become a total wreck; one thing in her 
favour was, that she was a new ship and held together for a tide. The Matilda lost one man in 
making an effort to swim ashore; the remainder escaped. 
 
(Freeman’s Journal, Wednesday 29, June 1853) 
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Comments: This article discuss the Matilda as well as the Advice of Glasgow. The tonnage of 540 
is clearly inconsistent with all other sources that reference the tonnage of the ship.  
 
NPW-4 

HOLYHEAD – The Endeavour arrived in Liverpool on the 20th, and the Eva on the 18th, with 
cargoes of palm oil, from the wreck of the Matilda at Holyhead.  
(Caernarvon & Denbigh Herald, Saturday 23 July 1853, Page 5 of 8) 
 
NPW-5 

LIVERPOOL – Aug.17 
The Endeavour, Jenkins, from Holyhead arrived at Liverpool with 40 casks of palm oil, from the 
wreck of the Matilda. (Shipping and Mercantile Gazette – Thursday 18 August 1853, Page 3) 
 
NPW-6 

The Royal Oak has arrived at this port from Holyhead, with a cargo of palm oil from the wreck of 
the Matilda being the third arrived here. (Morning Advertiser, Friday 22 July 1853) 
 
Comments:  News of salvage delivery of palm oil to Liverpool from the Matilda wreck. Note the 
date above this news was “June 21, 1853” (see actual clip in Appendix B). It is assumed that this 
was a typo and it was actually reported July 21, 1853, as the wreck occurred on June 26, 1853 
and the date of the newspaper is July 22, 1853.  
 
NPW-7 

Matilda – One of the crew of the ship Matilda wrecked near Holyhead, was drowned when she 
struck; four others had died since she left Bahia. A telegraphic message was received from the 
surveyor for the under-writers of this port this morning, stating that the sea was running so high 
that it was impossible to reach her, that her cargo was washing away, but should the sea 
moderate a portion might be saved. (London Daily News, Wednesday 29 June 1853, Page 7 of 8) 
 
NPW-8 

HOLYHEAD, June 28 – The cargo of the Matilda, from Bahia, on shore here, is all washed out, and 
very little will be saved. The vessel is fast breaking up. (Morning Advertiser – Thursday 30 June 
1853, Page 7 of 8) 

 
NPW-9 

Holyhead, 27th June. [per E.T. at 8.45] 
The MATILDA, Evans, from Bahia to Liverpool, is a total wreck near this place. (Lloyd’s List – 
Monday 27 June 1853, Page 4 of 6) 

 
NPW-10 

SHIPWRECK NEAR HOLYHEAD – During the heavy fog which pervaded the coast on Sunday 
evening the 26th ultimo, the brig Matilda of Plymouth, Evans master, bound from Bonny to 
Liverpool, and laden with palm oil, ran on the rocks at Penrhos Failo, at the back of the South 
Stack, and is likely to become a total wreck. One of the crew was drowned, four others having 
previously died from illness during the passage. A few casks of palm oil have been saved. 
(Chester Chronicle – Saturday 09 July 1853, Page 6 of 8) 

 
Comments: Newspaper appears to have ship coming from “Bonny”, possibly could have meant 
“Bahia” and misrepresented through word of mouth for report. Also references Penros Feilw which 
is slightly south of South Stack. 
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Details about the travel routes and cargo of the Matilda were found in newspaper articles located 
on the website for the National Library of Wales and the British Newspaper Archive. The 
information is summarized in Table 1 below and provides some insight into the typical travel 
routes and cargo of the Matilda. Each item is denoted with an identifier (i.e. NPT1, NPT2, etc.) 
which correlates to a screenshot of the newspaper sections included in Appendix B and is also 
used as a reference when discussing elsewhere in this report.  
 
A note on the Newspaper format when it comes to interpreting them. The first references found 
to shipping news of the Matilda was a bit confusing due to the uncertainty of what information 
was being provided since the format was unknown. The following was found in the same Shipping 
Intelligence report of a newspaper: 
 

 
 
Initially I did not know what Hoppen or Cadiz stood for, however I found the following table below 
the “Sailed” information shown above which allowed for the correlation to be determined. 
 

 
 
From this I determined that the format “Matilda, Hoppen, Cadiz, 185 tons coal” is as follows: 
 
Ship name, Master, Port heading to or coming from, Cargo (sometimes listed) 
 
Most reports on ship comings and goings are in this format, the above table is the only table I 
found of its kind in my search related to the Matilda.  
 
NPT-1 

LINE OF PACKETS FOR BAHIA. 
Waiting for wind, can receive a few packages. 

The beautiful Plymouth-built Brig 
MATILDA 

Captain EVANS 
 
175 tons old, and only 145 new measurement, A 1 at Lloyd’s, having been this year continued for 
five years. Is a remarkably fast sailor, having twice performed the passage from England to 
Naples in 15 days, and on her voyage, just now completed, from Cronstadt to this port, has 
beaten every vessel which left with her, and is a first-rate conveyance for fine goods: loading n 
the George’s Dock – Apply to COTESWORTH, WYNNE, and LYNE. 
 
(Liverpool Mail – Saturday 01 January 1853) 



Welsh Wreck Web Research Project                     Nautical Archaeology Society  

16 
 

Comments: Date of January 1, 1853. Clearly an advertisement for Packet Trade services by the 
Matilda. This also provides information on who the Master was (Captain Evans) at the date of this 
advertisement.  
 
See Table 1 for information found on the dates and locations of ports visited, travel routes, cargo, 
and ship masters. Maps 4-5 follow showing confirmed ports of call for the Matilda. 
 
Table 1: Ports, Cargo, and Routes 
 
Date Master Port Arrived/ 

Sailed 
Port To/ 
From 

Cargo Tons Source 

June 29, 1842 Hoppen Plymouth Sailed Newcastle - - NPT-8 

Jan 24, 1843 Hoppen  Alicant Sailed Plymouth - - NPT-26 

July 28, 1843 Hoppen Gravesend 
(1) 

Arrived Mogadore - - NPT-7 

Nov 30, 1843 Hoppen Patras Arrived Zante - - NPT-25 

Dec 1, 1843 Hoppen Patras Sailed Marathonise - - NPT-25 

May 9, 1844 Hoppen London In port Ship Survey - - Lloyds 
Reg. 

May 14, 1844 Hoppen London Sailed Naples - - NPT-2 

Dec 21, 1844 Hoppen Newcastle Sailed Cadiz Coal 185 NPT-3 

Oct 3, 1845 Hoppen Plymouth Arrived Buenos Ayres - - NPT-23 

April 4, 1847 Hoppen Plymouth Arrived Monte Video - - NPT-24 

May 25, 1847 Hoppen Cardiff Sailed  Smyrna - - NPT-5 

Nov 5, 1848 Hoppen Plymouth Sailed Cadiz - - NPT-4 

July 18, 1849 Hoppen Plymouth Arrived Rio Grande - - NPT-6 

Sep 1, 1849 Hoppen Newcastle Sailed Cadiz Coal  185 NPT-9 

Sep 12, 1850 Hoppen Swansea Sailed Messina - - NPT-10 

Jan 11, 1851 Hoppen London Arrived Messina - - NPT-11 

April 26, 1851 Blake Smyrna Sailed - - - NPT-19 

July 17, 1851 Blake Plymouth Sailed Corfu - - NPT-16 

My 21, 1852 Blake Cardiff Loading Naples - 145 NPT-21 

May 28, 1852 Blake Cardiff Sailed Naples Coal - NPT-17 

Sep 1, 1852 Blake Plymouth Sailed Cronstadt - - NPT-18 

Sep 13, 1852 Evans Plymouth Sailed Cronstadt - - NPT-14 

Sep 18, 1852 Evans Cronstadt Arrived Plymouth - - NPT-22 

Jan 1, 1853 Evans Liverpool In port Waiting to sail - - NPT-1 

Jan 19, 1853 Evans Liverpool Sailed Bahia - - NPT-20 

Feb 28, 1853 Evans Bahia Arrived Liverpool - - NPT-15 

April 25, 1853(2) Evans  Bahia Sailed Liverpool Palm Oil - NPT-27,29 

(1) Gravesend presumed to be referring to port on River Thames in London 
(2) See section 7.0 Analysis “Final Voyage” 
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Map 4: English Ports and Points of Interest 
 
 

 
Map 5: International Ports 
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Master Evans Findings 
The following information was found on “Evans”. Not necessarily all information could be 
confirmed to be from the Matilda’s master Evans. See Section 7.0 Analysis, “Master Evans”. 
 
Found ship Dido, Evans arriving in Bahia, Sept 11, 1851 from London – (Appendix B, NPT-12) 
 
The ship Dido (Barque), Master E B Evans July 30, 1852, owned A Robinson. (248 GRT) 
 
Dido was wrecked on Rocks in Table Bay, Cape of Good Hope, 10th April 1853. No one killed. 
Passengers wrote letter absolving Evans of any wrongdoing (Appendix B, NPT-13) 
 
The ship British Queen, Master Evans 1841, J Evans 1844, owned Evan & Sons, built Fowey. 
 
The ship Confidence, Master Evans 1838, Evan 1849 owned Evans and Sons, built Cardigan. 
 
Matilda, Approximate Dimensions 

In order to make an approximation of the Matilda’s dimensions based on similarly sized Brigs of 
the time it is important to understand the basis (British Law) for the recorded tonnage of vessels 
at the time and how they varied over the years.  
 
The “tons burthen” in a ship’s registry was the basis for the dues that were paid by the vessel. 
The system of measurement up until 1835 was known as “Builders Measurement” but would later 
be referred to as “Old Measurement”. The basis was the Act of 1783. The registered tonnage was 
meant to represent the ship’s capacity for cargo and was calculated by the following formula: 
 

(Length – 2/3 Breadth) x (Length x ½ Breadth) 
94 
 

Where the Breadth is the maximum beam of the ship. Notice there is no accounting for the depth 
of the vessel. 
 
Many builders took advantage of the loophole of not including depth in the calculation of tonnage 
as it was to their advantage to have a larger cargo hold then that of the officially calculated 
record. 
 
Because of this, on January 1, 1836 a “New Measurement” law was passed which accounted for 
the depth as well. The new measurement method was much more complicated then the “Old 
Measurement”. For older ships the “New Measurement” was not required to be used and it was 
generally true that owners of larger vessels found it advantageous to keep the “Old 
Measurement” value while smaller vessels in many cases benefitted by using the “New 
Measurement”.  
 
On May 1, 1855, the Shipping Act of 1854 came into effect which once again changed the 
methodology.  
 
Since the Matilda was built in 1842, its recorded tonnage should have been based on the “New 
Measurement” method therefore when making comparisons to other Brigs, to ensure that the 
tonnage comparison is legitimate (i.e. apples to apples if you will) ships built between 1836 and 
1854 should be utilized in the comparison. It should also be noted that the “New Measurement” 
method utilized feet and tenths of a foot so this could be a way to identify that the new method 
was used on a ship’s registry. 
 
There are, however, some discrepancies in the tonnage of the Matilda based on information found 
in the research (see section 7.0 Analysis 6, “Vessel Tonnage”). Therefore, a range of vessel sizes 
were gathered and provided in Table 2 below. See section 7.0 Analysis for estimated dimensions 
of the Matilda based on the data in Table 2. 
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Table 2: Comparable Brig Sizes 

Name Year Tonnage Length Breadth Depth 
Cantab 1840 125 70’-1” 19’-0” 11’-8” 
Cossack 1838 126 70’-10” 18’-11” 12’-7” 
Renard 1839 142 77’-0” 21’-5” 13’-0” 
Guess 1840 145 77’-6” 18’-2” 13’-0” 
Mary Taylor 1848 148 76’-11” 19’-0” 13’-5” 
Camilla 1840 148 78’-9” 19’-2” 12’-7” 

See Appendix A for Ship Surveys 
 
Table-3 provides a summary of the information found on the Matilda. 
 

Table 3: Ship Summary 

Vessel  Name Matilda 
 Type Brig  
  Merchant 
Built  Date 1842 
 Location Plymouth (see section 7.0 Analysis) 
 Builder Hillhouse, Hill & Company (Note 1), Bristol England 
Construction Materials  Wood 
 Decks Unknown 
 Bulkheads Unknown 
Propulsion Type Sail  
 Details Square Rigged, Two Masts 
Dimensions Length 70’-78’ (Note 2)        
 Breadth 19’-21’ (Note 2)      
 Depth 12’-13’ (Note 2) 
Tonnage Gross (GRT) 128-145 (see section 7.0 Analysis, “Vessel Tonnage”) 
 Net Unknown 
Owner First Hillhouse, Hill & Company (Note 1) 
  Bristol, England 
Registry Port Plymouth 
 Flag British 
 Number Unknown 
History Routes See Table 1 
 Cargo Coal, Palm Oil, Other goods (Packet Runs) 
Final Voyage From Bahia, Brazil 
 To Liverpool 
 Captain Evans 
 Crew 7-8 (See section 7.0 Analysis “Crew Size”) 
 Passengers Unknown 
 Cargo Palm Oil 
Wrecking Date June 26, 1853 
 Location Holyhead, South Stack 
 Cause Heavy rain, wind, fog, damaged sails, and diminished 

crew size from voyage 
 Loss of life 1 (3-4 on passage back prior to wrecking) 
 Outcome Total Loss, £2,000 

Note 1: Hillhouse, Hill & Company became Hill & Sons in 1845. Ship Survey lists owner as “Hill” and “Whom Built” as 
“114”. Hill & Sons presumed to be the Builder, see section 7.0 Analysis “Builder and Location of Build” 
Note 2: Estimated range. See section 7.0 Analysis “Vessel Dimensions”.  
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Plymouth Dockyard  

(1690) Pre-eminent, alongside Portsmouth, during the wars with France (1793 onwards). Known 
as Devonport since 1843. Significant expansion for steam engineering, 1844–53 and 1896–1907. 
Shipbuilding ceased in 1971, but the Yard remains active as a maintenance and repair facility. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Navy_Dockyard#19th_century 
 
Charles Hill and Sons 

The following provides some basic relevant information on Charles Hill and Sons, the owners of 
the Matilda. 

- Interests of the Hillhouse family who were a family of Bristol shipowners. 
- 1772 Set up their first yard in a dry dock and yard at Hotwells in Bristol 
- 1800s During the early nineteenth century the Hillhouse's built twenty wooden warships 

before establishing their first company, the Bristol Steam Navigation Co in 1836 they then 
built a number of sailing ships.  

- 1840 Charles Hill worked at the yard and the company was renamed as Hillhouse, Hill and 
Company and Hill  

- 1845 It was renamed Charles Hill and Sons  
 
https://www.gracesguide.co.uk/Charles_Hill_and_Sons#:~:text=Charles%20Hill%20and%20Sons%20grew%20o
ut%20of%20the,dry%20dock%20and%20yard%20at%20Hotwells%20in%20Bristol. 

 
South Stack Lighthouse 

Built in 1809 on the small island off the northwest coast of Holyhead, Anglesey, Wales, to warn 
ships of the dangerous rocks below. The height of the tower is 91 feet. 
 

The Matilda Story 
 
The following narrative provides the story of the Matilda. This history of the life and death of the 
Matilda is based on the research, findings, and analysis contained within this report. 
 
The Matilda was a 128-145 ton brig, built in 1842 at the Plymouth dockyard. The vessel was 
owned and operated by the Bristol based shipbuilder Hillhouse, Hill and Company. The ship saw 
service as a merchant vessel with most of her trade routes between English ports and ports in the 
Mediterranean Sea with evidence of cargoes of coal. In addition, but to a lesser scale, the Matilda 
made some Transatlantic runs to South America with evidence of running a “Line of Packets” to 
Bahia which could have consisted of general cargo, personal goods, mail, and palm oil from Bahia 
on the return trips. The ship had three different shipmasters during its life: 1842-1851 Hoppen, 
1851-1852 Blake, 1853 Evans. Th Matilda was likely crewed by 7-8 crewmembers including the 
master. 
 
The final journey for the Matilda began on January 19, 1853, when it left Liverpool destined for 
Bahia, Brazil. The voyage took 40-days with the Matilda arriving in Bahia on February 28, 1853. 
The Matilda left Bahia for Liverpool, with a load of palm oil, April 25, 1853, having spent almost 
2-months in the port at Bahia or in the region. During the voyage home the Matilda sustained 
damage to its sails and rigging and lost 3-4 of its crew members to sickness. On June 26, 1853, 
sometime between 10:00pm and 11:00pm, she ran ashore crashing into the rocks at South Stack 
on Holyhead Island, Wales. One of the crew members drowned attempting to swim to shore; 
Captain Evans and the remaining two crewmembers survived. At the time of the wrecking, it was 
reported that the winds were out of the south-west with a heavy rain and fog. The vessel was 
reported to be on her beam ends, “going to pieces”, and a total wreck. A portion of the cargo was 
eventually saved with reports of the ships Eva, The Endeavor, and Royal Oak, arriving in 
Liverpool between July 18-21, with salvaged palm oil from the wreck. 
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Pic.2: South Stack on Holyhead  
 

 
Photo 3: South Stack Lighthouse (view from the South) 
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Photo 4: Cliffs and Rocks along the Shoreline (South Stack in the distance)  
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7.0 Analysis 

Builder and Location of Build 
The ship survey found on Loyd’s Register indicates the Matilda was owned by “Hill” and the 
Coflein site (Item b in 4.0 Introduction) indicates it was owned by “Hill & Sons”, obviously it 
would not be a stretch to assume that “Hill” on the ship survey was shorthand for Hill and Sons.  
 
The survey also indicates that the ship was registered to the port of Plymouth and “Where Built” 
to be Plymouth, which does not make sense on the surface since the Hill and Sons shipyard was 
in Bristol. This would suggest one of the following: the information on the survey is incorrect and 
the ship was actually built in Bristol or it was indeed built at Plymouth by a different builder or Hill 
& Sons had a capacity to build there as well. 
 
An attempt to clear this discrepancy was made by performing a search on the Lloyd’s Register 
website to include the terms “Hill” and “Plymouth”. The following was found suggesting that Hill & 
Sons built ships or had ships built in Plymouth and suggesting that the information on the Matilda 
survey is correct as far as place of build being Plymouth since there is evidence of other vessels 
owned and built by Hill & Sons being built in Plymouth. 
 
Ship   Owner  Builder  Where Built  Year 
Premier  Rich Hill Rich Hill Plymouth  1834 
Kattern  R Hill  R Hill  Plymouth  1838 
 
The Builder of the Matilda listed on the ship survey was only listed as “114”. No reference to a 
builder I.D. of “114” could be found. It is likely that Hill and Sons were the builders of the Matilda 
since they were the owner and a major ship builder.  
  
Interestingly, the Master of the Premier from the ship survey in July 1836 was John Hoppen, 
quite possibly, the same Hoppen that was Master of the Matilda from 1842-1851. 
https://hec.lrfoundation.org.uk/archive-library/documents/lrf-pun-lon599-0441-r 
 
Crew Size 
The crew size can at least be estimated based on Newspaper reports surrounding the wrecking of 
the Matilda. (NPW-2,3, 7,10). The news reports are all consistent in that 1 crew member 
drowned, the Captain and 2 crew members were saved. The number of crew members lost during 
the passage from Bahia prior to the wrecking is reported as 3 or 4. Since there were 3 survivors, 
1 drowning, and 3-4 lost during the final passage, it is concluded that the crew size was 7-8 
including Master Evans. This is consistent with the typical range of a crew size for brigs being 7-
16 and considering that the Matilda was on the smaller end of a brig’s typical size range. 
 
Master Evans  
Multiple Newspaper accounts confirm that the Master of the Matilda at the time of the wrecking 
was Evans (contrary to the Coflein website which indicates E Blake, although shipping arrival and 
departures from the newspapers do confirm Blake was Master of the Matilda from at least April 
1851 to September 1852.). In addition, the Packet Run advertisement (NPT-1) clearly indicates 
that Evans was the Captain on the final voyage to Bahia in January of 1853.  
 
In addition, the ship Dido (listed with Master Evans, confirmed to be Edward B. Evans) arrived in 
Bahia on September 11, 1851 (NPT-12). Initially it was thought that perhaps the same Master 
Evans that was in command of the Matilda was previously the Master of the Dido, and was in 
command when the Dido sank in Table Bay, Cape of Good Hope, on April 10, 1853 (NPT-13). 
However, in the shipping reports, Evans was found to be Master of the Matilda as early as 
September 13, 1852 (prior to the sinking of the Dido on April 10, 1853) which suggests it is not 
the same Evans.  
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It is possible that the Matilda’s Master Evans was in command of the Confidence and British 
Queen in 1838 and 1842, based on Lloyd’s Registry ship surveys, however, corroborating 
evidence could not be found that this was the same Evans. 
 
Vessel Tonnage 
The Ship Survey report (dated May 9, 1844) found in the Lloyds Registry (See Appendix A) 
indicates the Matilda had a Gross Registered Tonnage (GRT) of 128. One would assume this is 
based on the “New Measurement” system enacted in 1836 as opposed to the “Old Measurement” 
system which would result in a higher GRT. 
 
There are other sources, however, that suggest a higher tonnage: 

The Line of Packets advertisement from January 1, 1853 (reference NPT-1, Appendix B) indicates 
that the “old measurement” was 175 and the “new measurement” was 145.  

Shipping reports from 1844 (NPT-3, Appendix B) and 1849 (NPT-9, Appendix B) each indicate a 
Cargo of 185 tons. 
 
Since the Matilda was built after 1836, it should never have had a GRT based on the “old 
measurement”, so perhaps the advertisement was using this reference to suggest lower rates for 
customers since the Matilda’s rates would be based on the “new measurement” of 145. 
 
As far as the coal cargo of 185 tons, this could very well have been the actual weight of the coal 
transported which would not conflict with the GRT since the method of calculating GRT was 
somewhat arbitrary and not a precise measurement of the carrying capacity (i.e. they did not 
measure actual cargo space nor was density of cargo considered. 
 
The ship survey value of 128, in the opinion of the author, would seem to be the most 
dependable source for the GRT of the Matilda, however the 145 ton value is difficult to discount 
since it came from the ship owners in the Line of Packets advertisement. 
 
As far as comparable Brigs to estimate the dimensions of the Matilda the following criteria was 
utilized for the ships selected to compare: 

- Select surveys which include either; tenths of a foot for dimensions as opposed to inches 
or a declaration on survey that is the “New” method or ships surveyed between 1836 and 
1854 (this will indicate that the “New Measurement” method was likely used) 

- A target range for GRT Brigs as close to the range of 128-145 to allow for a range of 
potential dimensions of the Matilda to include the 145 GRT value. 

 
Vessel Dimensions 
Based on the data gathered in section 6.0 Results, the following estimates are made for the 
overall dimensions of the Matilda (based on a range to cover 128 GRT and 145 GRT and as a 
nominal value based on an average of the range). See Table 2 in section 6.0 Results. 
 
  Nominal  Range 
Length: 74’-0”    70’-0’ – 78’-0” 
Breadth: 20’-0”    19’0” – 21’-0” 
Depth:  12’-6”    12’-0” – 13’-0” 
 
Final Voyage 
No additional sailing dates for the Matilda with Evans as master could be found after the arrival of 
the ship in Bahia on February 28, 1853. However, by chance, shipping reports were found for 
“Mathilde, Evans” leaving Bahia on May 25 and then (2) more sources having “Mathilde, Evans” 
leaving Bahia on April 25. A search was conducted in Lloyds Registry and in the newspapers for 
any other ships actually named “Mathilde” with a master Evans and none could be found so the 
conclusion is that this is information on the subject vessel with a typical error of misspelling the 
name in the newspaper.  
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As far as the disagreement between the sources on the date being April 25 or May 25, there are 
(2) sources stating April 25, and a May 25 departure would have left only 32-days for the return  
journey which in all likelihood would not have been adequate considering the journey to Bahia 
was 40-days. In addition, the ship was damaged and had a diminished crew. Therefore, it is 
concluded that the Matilda left Bahia on or about April 25, 1853 for its final voyage.  
 
Notes on other ships named Matilda 
Several other ships named Matilda were identified during the research.  A list of them is provided 
below with data that distinguishes them from the subject vessel. 
 
Matilda, Ashmead (master) – June 21, 1853 cleared to go to Barbados from Liverpool (Obviously 
not subject vessel since the subject vessel was on the way back from Bahia at this time) 
 
Matilda, 1829, Master in 1835 McKenzie, Master in 1836 Moore, Port belonging to London and 
Yarmouth 1835 and 1836 respectively, Brig 
 
Matilda, referenced in 1841, Schooner, 198 tons 
 
Matilda, 1843 built, 101 tons (new measurement), 155 tons (old measurement), Captain Cooper 
 
Matilda, Barque, referenced in 1846, 378 tons 
 
Matilda, of Southampton, July 1, 1843 
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8.0 Conclusions & Recommendations    

Conflicting Accounts 

There is some conflicting information concerning the Matilda, some of which is discussed in 
section 7.0 Analysis.  

The most notable information available (see 4.0 Background) prior to completing the research 
that was found to be conflicting or incorrect is as follows: 

The master in command of the Matilda when it was wrecked was listed as E Blake prior to 
conducting this research. While there is evidence that Blake was the Master of the vessel for a 
period of time (1851-1852), in September of 1852 and onward all shipping reports list Evans as 
the master. In addition, all newspaper accounts of the wreck list Evans as the master.  

There was a bit of a discrepancy as to the location of the wreck site in that one source description 
of the wreck site listed it as Pwllheli. All other sources including newspaper accounts list the 
wreck as being at South Stack, Angleswey.  

The available background information indicated that the crew was lost. All newspaper accounts 
found during the research indicate that only one crew member drowned, but the master and two 
others survived the wrecking. 

Further Research 

Upon finalizing this research report, the online research in the newspapers was still turning up 
pieces of information but at a very diminished rate of return. Further online research could be 
conducted through continued searches through the newspaper archives using alternate spellings 
of key words which has already proven to be fruitful. Possibly some sort of genealogy sites could 
be searched to try to find information on the masters of the Matilda.  

In-person research (once the Covid-19 pandemic situation subsides) at some of the archives 
perhaps in Plymouth could be conducted to find ship logs or crew lists from the Matilda. 

Diving of the Wreck Site 

The accounts of the wrecking of the Matilda clearly show that the ship was torn to pieces on the 
rocks near South Stack. One certainly would not expect to find any portion of the ship intact or 
identifiable. There is likely some remnants in the form of items that would not corrode completely 
in the timeframe since the sinking such as brass fittings and items, possible some steel, and 
maybe some wooden timbers buried in the rock and sand. It would likely be very difficult to 
identify these items as part of the Matilda wreck especially with this location being a common 
area for wrecks over the years. There was no record of the ship’s bell being removed from the 
ship so there is the possibility that is there, but without any significant portion of the ship finding 
the bell would be a very unlikely proposition.  

Diving around Anglesey is quite popular as the coast of Anglesey has had more than 400 
shipwrecks with many of them identified. A search found no information indicating that any 
portion of the Matilda has ever been identified. The “gooddive” website has good information on 
diving around Anglesey (https://www.gooddive.com/uk-diving/anglesey-diving.htm) and even 
indicates that South Stack has very good diving. One is warned that the currents can be strong 
and timing is important so as to dive when currents are minimal. Water temperatures are 
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typically 46-61 oF, with air temps typically 45-61 oF, so a drysuit would certainly be the best 
choice, but one could get away with a 7mm wetsuit if temperatures are on the higher range.  

Research Effort 

Research consisted of approximately 25-30 hours of online searching and sorting through 
sources. The report and analysis required approximately 10 hours to complete in addition to the 
online research. 

On-Line Research – What has it taught the author? 

Researching includes not only the facts and eyewitness accounts of the specific events of your 
subject (i.e. the Matilda) but also an education in the general and specific subject matter. This 
learning process helps one decipher the information about the specific subject and can aid in 
determining which conflicting information makes the most sense.  

One also should be aware that simple mistakes (or variations in spelling) made in the historical 
record can result in missing important information during an online search. It is therefore 
important to use variations of spelling for names and places as it can provide findings you would 
otherwise not find. One must be careful though to confirm that the information is related to your 
specific research subject.  
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9.0 References  

Source References are provided throughout this report following the information that was 
obtained from such source. For the Newspaper references, only the description of the newspaper 
is provided in the section 6.0 Results, but, a copy of the newspaper clip and URL is provided in 
Appendix B for each source identifier (i.e. NPW-1, NPW-2, etc.) 
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Appendices:  

Appendix A – Lloyd’s Register Entries  

Appendix B – Newspaper Articles and Shipping Reports 
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Matilda Ship Survey, May 9, 1844 

https://hec.lrfoundation.org.uk/archive-library/ships/matilda-1842/search/everywhere:matilda 
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Evans, Master of British Queen, 1841 

https://hec.lrfoundation.org.uk/archive-library/documents/lrf-pun-lon612-0076-r 
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Evans, Master of Confidence, 1838 

https://hec.lrfoundation.org.uk/archive-library/documents/lrf-pun-lon602-0499-r 
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Vessel Cantab, 1840, 125 tons, Survey Dimensions for Table 1 
(from Lloyds Registry online) 

 

 
 



Welsh Wreck Web Research Project                     Nautical Archaeology Society  

35 
 

Vessel Cossack, 1838, 126 tons, Survey Dimensions for Table 1 
(from Lloyds Registry online) 
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Vessel Renard, 1839, 142 tons, Survey Dimensions for Table 1 
(from Lloyds Registry online) 
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Vessel Guess, 1840, 145 tons, Survey Dimensions for Table 1 
(from Lloyds Registry online) 

 
 



Welsh Wreck Web Research Project                     Nautical Archaeology Society  

38 
 

Vessel Mary Taylor, 1848, 148 tons, Survey Dimensions for Table 1 
(from Lloyds Registry online) 

 
 
 



Welsh Wreck Web Research Project                     Nautical Archaeology Society  

39 
 

Vessel Camilla, 1840, 148 tons, Survey Dimensions for Table 1 
(from Lloyds Registry online) 
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Newspaper Articles and Shipping Reports 
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NPW-1 
https://newspapers.library.wales/view/4462290/4462294/15/matilda 

 

 
NPW-2 
https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/bl/0001702/18530628/083/0003 
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NPW-3 
https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/bl/0000056/18530629/013/0003 

 

NPW-4 
https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/bl/0002967/18530723/039/0005 
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NPW-5 
https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/bl/0001702/18530818/046/0003 

 

NPW-6 
https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/bl/0001427/18530722/094/0007 
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NPW-7 
https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/bl/0000051/18530629/031/0007 

 

NPW-8 
https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/bl/0001427/18530630/061/0007 

 

NPW-9 
https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/bl/0000861/18530627/006/0004 

 

 
 
 



Welsh Wreck Web Research Project                     Nautical Archaeology Society  

45 
 

NPW-10 
https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/bl/0000342/18530709/020/0006 

 

 

NPT-1 
https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/bl/0001300/18530101/112/0008 
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NPT-2 
https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/bl/0000861/18440515/008/0001 
 

 
 
NPT-3 
https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/bl/0001702/18481106/018/0002 
 

 
 
NPT-4 
https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/bl/0000928/18441221/013/0002 
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NPT-5 
https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/bl/0000861/18470527/005/0001 

 
 
NPT-6 
https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/bl/0000861/18490719/003/0001 

 
 
NPT-7 
https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/bl/0000861/18430728/009/0001 
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NPT-8 
https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/bl/0001306/18420629/059/0003 
 

 
 
NPT-9 
https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/bl/0000928/18490901/046/0003 

 
 
NPT-10 
https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/bl/0000861/18500914/003/0001 
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NPT-11 
https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/bl/0000861/18510111/009/0003 
 

 
 
NPT-12 
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NPT-13 
https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/bl/0000247/18530604/010/0003 
 

 
 
NPT-14 
https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/bl/0001702/18520920/015/0002 
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NPT_15 
https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/bl/0000861/18530418/004/0003 

 
 
NPT-16 
https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/bl/0001702/18510702/022/0002 
 

 
 
NPT-17 
https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/bl/0001294/18520529/033/0002 
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NPT-18 
https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/bl/0000861/18520903/003/0001 
 

 
 
NPT-19 
https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/bl/0000861/18510510/049/0005 
 

 
 
NPT-20 
https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/bl/0000861/18530120/004/0001 
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NPT-21 
 

 
 
NPT-22 
https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/bl/0001702/18520930/014/0002 
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NPT-23 

 
 

NPT-24 

 

NPT-25 
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NPT-26 

https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/bl/0001702/18430124/026/0002 

 

NPT-27 
https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/bl/0000861/18530613/018/0004 

 

Comments: “Mathilde” taken to be incorrect spelling of Matilda since too much of a coincidence to have Evans 
as master and leaving Bahia at this time which works out for its arrival and wrecking at Holyhead on June 26 
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NPT-28 
https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/bl/0002088/18530621/081/0007 

 

NPT-29 
https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/bl/0001702/18530613/036/0003 

 

NPT-30 

https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/BL/0000861/18530604/008/0003?browse=true

 


